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1.0 Purpose of Report/Summary of Main Issues 
 

1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2 
 
 

The purpose of this report is to update members on two reported incidents of dog illness following 
a suspected ingestion of grass cuttings within Cherryvale Park and playing fields reported to the 
Council on 23rd December 2023. The report provides a sequence of events leading to, and 
following, the dogs illness reports, as well as the actions taken by officers prior to and following 
the incident, in order to ensure that our park remains safe for all users. This is included at table 
one of the main report.  
 
To update members on the actions taken by Council officers to ensure the ongoing safety of all 
Cherryvale park users. 

2.0 Recommendation 
 

2.1 
 
 
 
 
 

Members are asked to: 
 

 Note the actions taken by Council officers to ensure the safety of all park users of 
Cherryvale, following reports of dog illness.   

 

 Agree that an update on the outcome of the grass cutting test sample to be brought back 
to committee when it is received.  
 

3.0 
 

Main Report 
 

3.1 
 
 
3.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table one below provides a sequence of events leading to and following the dog illness incidents 
reported on 23rd December 2023.  
 
Table One 

Early December 
2023 

A request was made by the contractor for the fencing work in 
Cherryvale to have the grass cut on pitch 1 so that they could 
conduct the work on the pitch for preparation on the work to 
install catch nets.  Due to ongoing fencing work, the pitch had 
become inaccessible for council staff since late August 2023.   

Wednesday 20th 
December 2023 

GAA pitch cut.  Due to the amount of grass involved as cutting 
routines had not being carried out since late August, the 
cuttings were disposed of within the wooded area.  

Saturday 23rd 
December 2023 

Council officers were notified by Cllr Smyth and Cllr de Faoite 
that dogs had been sick after consuming something with the 
wooded area of Cherryvale Playing Fields.  Officers 
subsequently checked the wooded area and identified a white 
substance which was removed immediately.  Officers notified 
PSNI who then took the white substance away for testing. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday 27th 
December 2023 

BCC officers received a complaint from a member of the public 
regarding the dumped grass in the wooded area in Cherryvale 
Playing Fields, claiming that their dog was sick having 
consumed some of the grass.  A response was sent on 
Tuesday 2nd January. Officers requested further information 
from the dog owners’ vet on what may have caused her dog to 
become ill, and any subsequent toxicology tests.  Officers have 
not received a response to date. 

Monday 1st January 
and Thursday 4th 
January 2024 

Two FOI requests received by Belfast City Council asking for 
confirmation on the type of fertiliser that was used on the grass 
of the pitches at Cherryvale. The Council confirmed in response 
that no fertiliser had been used on the grass that was cut for 
over one year as the pitch was not being used for a full season 
and the major repair work was completed by returfing.  Both 
FOI requests have been responded to.  

Tuesday 2nd 
January and 
Wednesday 3rd  
January 2024 

The grass mound was removed by tractor and placed into skips 
which were moved off site.  An operative manually removed all 
remaining small amounts of grass with a shovel. 

11th January 2024 Council officers requested test sample from grass cuttings and 
a COSHH sheet from the fertiliser supplier as a precaution. 
Currently awaiting sample testing results from laboratory 
however it must be noted that the grass had not received any 
fertiliser treatment in over 12 months.       
 
The manufacturer made the following comment: 
‘Overlooking the product composition in combination with 
the SDS I don’t expect any issues at normal application 
rates as the dog would need to have digested all fertilizer 
over a very large area’.                                                 

Monday 22nd 
January 2024 

PSNI officers confirm that the white substance removed by 
them from the site was not in a state suitable for testing. And 
therefore, the substance remains ‘unidentified’. PSNI officers 
made the following observation:  
‘From informal discussion with colleagues who are trained 
in field testing, they have never seen a substance take on 
this consistency before, so it has been suggested that this 
is not a ‘controlled drug’. However, the substance remains 
unidentified’. 
 
Officers have requested that the sample be returned in case the 
Council require to carry out any further testing. 

 
Maintaining dog welfare within our parks.  
Members will be aware that maintaining high levels of both cleanliness and safety within our parks 
includes having regard for all parks users as well as considerations for animal welfare. As 
mentioned above, following the dog illness incident, we have increased the amount of signage 
advising dog owners to keep their dogs on leads.  And whilst our officers make every effort to 
ensure the site is safe for all users, we cannot guarantee that all sites are free from inedible 
material. The best way to ensure pets remain safe is to keep them on a lead.  
 
To date the Council has received no evidence to suggest that the reported cases of dogs illness 
at Cherryvale park was related to any product used by or work practice employed by Council 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
3.4 
 
 
3.5 
 
 

operatives. Despite this, all of the grass cuttings from the pitch have now been removed from 
the site as a precaution. We await results from the laboratory sample from the cuttings. An 
update on this will be brought to this committee when it is received. 
 
Financial and Resource Implications 
Minimal impact. Open Spaces and Streetscene will bear the cost of additional signage and test 
sampling.  
 
Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 
There are no equality or good relations implications in this report.  

4.0 Appendices - Documents Attached 
 

 None 
 

 


